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FROM THE

O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen witnesses your well-
beloved Son, wonderfully transfigured, in raiment white and glistening: Mercifully
grant that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this world, may by faith
behold the King in his beauty; who with you, O Father, and you O Holy Spirit, lives

RECTOR and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Collect for the Transfiguration

As Jesus was praying on top of the mountain in the event known as the Transfiguration -
observed on August 6 - Luke says that “while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed
and his clothes became dazzling white.” This was the light of God, the same light reflected by
Moses when he went to the top of Mount Sinai. Only in the case of Jesus, this is not reflected light;
the Transfiguration shows us that Jesus himself is the light of God.

No longer hiding behind a veil, as Moses had to do when he descended the mountain, the light
of God now walks among us, offering a lamp to our feet, showing us the way to life in God’s
kingdom.

The disciples who accompanied Jesus up the mountain were, of course, amazed by what they
saw, and terrified as the light slowly faded and “a cloud came and overshadowed them.” To
appease their fears, and to make sure they realized just who was standing before them, the
frightened followers heard a voice thundering from the mist: “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to
him!” Despite their anxious state on the mountain, they can certainly remember hearing this voice
on the riverbank as Jesus rose out of the water following his baptism: “This is my Son, the Beloved,
with whom i am weli pleased.”

“Listen to him.” Sounds so simple but it may just be the most challenging task of all. Most of us
practice “selective hearing,” just as most of us would rather be heard than hear. But listening may
be the key to exercising our discipleship. As St. Paul told the Romans, “Faith comes from what is
heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.”

Jesus will come down from that mountain, despite Peter’s pleas to have him stay, and he will
make his way to Jerusalem, to a climb up another hill, to the darkness of Good Friday, all leading to
the dawning of the morning star on Easter Day.

As Jesus makes his journey willingly, all he asks is that we willingly listen to him along the way;
that we are attentive to him every day. If we do so, our disquietude — “a state of worry or
uneasiness, restlessness” — will, if not cease, at least ease; then we may behold a bit of God’s
peace.
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